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The Printer and Publifber of the Censor to the PUBLICK. 


Pe the plan of this Paper is in fome refpeths different from the 
conimon periodical publications of the Town, fome apology may be 
expected from the Publifher befides the common motive of a Printer, 
that of procuring an honeft fupport. 


THAT be is a bearty friend to bis country, and as warm a 
lover of that conftitutional liberty which is the birth-right of a Britif 
fubje as the Author of any weekly publication in the province, he 
begs leave . to affirm, and defpairs not of creait.—Detraétion, fcurility, 
and a virulent enmity to Magiftrates in every department are fo far 


trom being the charaéterifichs of the true patriot, that every friend 


to decency, order, and the well-being of foctety muft deem fuch the moft 
ae ap ae pefts to the publick peace; and hold them in fuperla- 
ve deteftatisn. 


TO weigh every fentinent when ufbered to publick view with 
femper and decency: to compare difcordant opinions, and give birth to 
truths which the temper of the times may have bitherto confined to 
the honeft but timid bofom of the patriot : to blint the arrows of en- 
vy, malice, and revenge, and detect the defigns of the confpirator 
againjl his country’s peace: Thefe are the defigns of this political paper : 
Are there any fo totally abandoned as not to wifh fuccefs to fo laudable 
a purpofe? Are there any fo loft to every idea of facred character as 
epeniy, to oppofe fo defirable a meafure ; let it be my praife, let it be 
my glory to offend them—If I fhould be defeated, the pleafing con{ci- 
oujne/s of having endeavoured to check the finifter defigns of a few 
daring defperadoes will finally confole me.-—But if fucce!s fhall crown 


my 
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ary fi hon efforts, and due honour and fubmiffon be paid to Magiflrates : 
hirmony and peace reflored to my jcllow-citizens, the din of aifap- 
pol igh vd aimi:19N, Vanity, ma! 16, and faction foall rall er my grotto 
and but fasth iny fleep. 


SUCH is the defgn of the CENSOR; the Printer moft 
ardently h apes the publick approbation, in proportion to bis engeav ours 
to merit it.—The publich tate bas been too long palkd with invective, 
a ud-r, and the felf-exaltation of the moft illibe mal and fcandalous fac- 
tion that ever attempted the dilurbance of a ficiety ; from fuch be 
is inflrusted to be decent, but bp 's tobe pardoned if from a better 
principle he frews bimfelf to be equally ind ytrious and determined. 


THE Printer tates this earlicft cpportunity to return his moft 
unfeigned thanks to his generous BENEFACTORS; to their 
Jeafonable hherality ts owing, that he ts thrs day in a copzcity to comply 
with the expzttation of the Publick, in printing the fec ard number of 
the Crnfor ; the bufy cppijition of a certain fete of partizans had very 
unexpetedly precluded him the ufe of the prefs which hed heen here= 
tofore open to him—hut from the bounty of bis benevolent Friend, ke 
is now pollelJed of every requifite inthe Printing Bujfine/s, and the Pub- 
lick may @-p:nd upan his punétuality ard faclity. 





ve A Maffachufetts Governor the King by compa may nominate 

and appoint, but not pay: for bis fupport he muft ftipulate 
“* with the people, and until he does he is no legal Governor, without 
“« this, if he undertakes to rule he is a Ujurper.’ '—Thus {peaks 
Mucius: That his Excellency has not by any pofitive infringe- 
ment of law, by any act of difobedience to his Mafter, by 
any neglect of duty, or by any one unjuftifiable act of 
power, forfeited that legal conftitutional AUTHORITY through- 
out this province, with which his royal Mafler hath vefted him, 
is univerfally acknowledged: Were there no better evidence of 
the truth of thefe allegations, the filence of his smplacable and 
eagle-eyed adverfaries on thefe matters would be fufficient to con- 
vince the attentive obferver that his conduét has been truly ir- 
reproachable. As Mucius has left us at a lofs how to account 
for his atrocious affault on the powers of government, 1 fhall avail 
myfelf of the flimfy garnifh of his redoubted Commentator, who 
aflumes the refpectable fignature of Corron MATuer in laft 
Monday’s Gazette: he informs us that ** he fooked into the char- 
“ ter of the province, which he calls the compact between the 
‘ King and the people, and finds not a fingle word about the 
“© King’s paying the Governor ;” and threwdly adds, « If there» 
Sore 
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*6 fore the charter is altogethcr filent about it, Mucius ts certainly 
“ to be juftified in faying the King may not pay him.” Thus 
poor Cotton Mather is brought up from the /hades to give cur- 
rency to abfolute zonfence. 1 would beg leave of our Commentator 
to obferve, that I alfo have examined the charter, and cannot find 
any relinquilhment by the Crown of the right it had to pay its 
own fervants, and the King is as much at liberty to make fuck 
provifion for his Governor as he thinks proper as he is in thofe 
colonies which have no charter. If it is faid the Governor ought 
to be altogether independent of the Crown to what purpofe was 
the right of appointing and removing a Governor referved. Our 
modern Conmentator will not avail himfelf it is prefumed of a 
fubfequent inftruction which requires the people to defrey that 
charge, as inftructions may be fuperfeded ad hditum, where they 
militate not with the acknowledged rights of the fubject : This 
Commentator appears to have tome very fingular conceptions con- 
cerning this fame charter. All charters, as I apprehnd them, 
are gifts and grants from the Crown, of certain privileges and 
immunities to the fubje@t therein expreffed, and not meant as 
reftriCtions of royal authority, any farther than the exprefs words 
the charter reftrained it, is oe NTS ; and as the Crown does 
not by the charter reftrain itfelf from the fupporting its Gover- 
nor it {till remains a part of the prerogative.--From the like abfurd 

rinciples, the railing Mucius idee of a dependent King, &c. The 
King’s fupport is fettled on his acceflion to the crown by 
act of parliament ; fo long as he continues their King, he is 
entitled to his fupport and cannot be faid to be dependent : He 
is indeed circumfcribed by his oath, and by the laws of the land ; 
voluntas legis eff voluntas regis ; he knows no other controuls 
ment: To talk of a dependent King appears to bea folcecifm 
in language ; but may poflibly quadrate with the /bera/ ideas of 
Mucius Scavola, and will make no inconfiderable figure in his code 
of PoLiTicks, 


To recur to this Commentator; he very gravely afks, after 
fome /¢t/e confideraticn, Did not our anceflors when they accept- 
ed this charter underftand that they had contracted for a free go- 
vernment ? And did not the Kimg on his part intend it fhould be 
fo '—By the leave of the reverend Gentleman I would afk 2 
queftion in turn; Does not the charter intend that the Gover- 
nor, Council, and Houfe of Reprefentatives fhould each act 
with freedom ? If the Governor refufes to act contrary to 
his judgment, and the Houfe of Reprefentatives can compel him 
by withholding his fuppor tdoes he act with fteedom ? Is not the 
charter the fame refpecting the matter in conteft, as it was when 
eur anceftors received it, or at any time fince? If the charter in 

their 
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their eftim tion was an effectual fecurity to their freedom, and 
they accordingly accepted it, and were happy under it, what 
right has he to complain ? He would be underftood to 
ftruggle for charter privileges ony, and if his Majefty out 
‘of ‘His abundant goodnefs fhould give his Governor fifteen thov- 
fand pounds a year, the charter would be neverthelefs entire, and 
his Maje/ly or his Repréfentative {till guiltle/s of any INrRINGE- 
MENT.—That the /ubject expécted to be conftitutionally /rec, 
that ‘the King intended they fhould be fo, I will not difpute. 
What the reverertd ‘Géntleman’s idea of freedom may be, I will 
not undertake to explain—he muft groffly arraign the wif/dom of 
our préedeceffors if he mes to infer a defect in the charter which 
they did not difcover, ot if they did not fufficiently exert them- 
félves to have it fupplied, before they fortnally /addied their wi/ér 
pofterity with the Bpurrtten. The @mocratic part of the 
Conftitution having fuffered no innovation, I would afk of this 
faze politician, how the monarchic power in the hands of the pre- 
fent Governor is rendered fo terribly formidable; he will fay 
“it 1s in bis power to a& the TYRANT even under the appear- 
“© ance of all the forms of the conftitition,” but unlefs he can 
prove by acts of oes tinge it is inhis will to break through the 
forms of that conftitution, his complaint muft reach and ought 
to be confined to the conftitution itfelf, and he has barely began 
his lamentation, if he complains until he finds foie human 
cfabkifbment without defect : The reverend Refirgeit makes very 
merry with his Monarch towards the clofe of his pithy perfor- 
mance : “ In ‘fome refpeéts (lays he) the King is more reftrained than 
the '‘loweft of his fubjetts. (pity is it that fome of the loweft of his 
fubjects are not more effeétually reftrained) He, to wit, the King 
tnay not turn Roman Catholick, why ? Becaufe it 1s exprefly againtt 
LAW, @s the tenéts of the church of Rome militate with the princi- 
ples of the Britifh consTiruTIon ;”—But it is an idle wafte of 
time to anfwer fuch impotent cavils, fecing as fio powers are 
lodged in the sands of the prefent Commander in Chief which his 
 predecefors did not poffe/s to an equal extent ; no right is wrefted 
from the fubjec? by the mode “athe for the Governors fup- 
port towhich they could ever form a ju cLarm : Thefe are 
truths, which the celebrated Mucius Scavola, and his flimfy Com- 
énentator will find it difficult to invalidate, 
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